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1. Regulation on conditions, procedures, and competence of recognition on 

qualifications granted by foreign educational institutions to be used in Vietnam 

 

On April 15th, 2021, the Ministry of Education and Training issued Circular 13/2021/TT-

BGDDT regulating the conditions, procedures and competence of recognition on 

qualifications granted by foreign educational institutions to be used in Vietnam (“Circular 

13/2021”). Specifically: 

 

Qualifications granted by foreign educational institutions to be used in Vietnam include 

secondary school diploma, high school diploma, certificate of completion of the general 

education program, bachelor and master degree or equivalent qualifications (hereinafter 

referred to as “Qualifications”). Qualifications granted by foreign educational institutions 

are recognized when students completed the education program ensuring the quality in 

accordance with law where the headquarters of foreign educational institutions are located 

and recognized by the educational competent office. 

 

1.1.  Recognition conditions:       

 

(1) Qualifications granted by foreign educational institutions for students is recognized 

when the education curriculum have the duration for studying and researching that is 

suitable with the framework of the national education system of Vietnam and meets 

one of the following two conditions: 

 

a) The quality of the education programs corresponding to its education form are 

verified by an education-quality verification organization of the country where the 

headquarters of foreign educational institutions is located; 

 

b) Foreign educational institutions are allowed to educate and grant qualification by 

the competent authorities of the country where the headquarters of foreign 

educational institutions is located; or verified quality by an education-quality 

verification organization of the country where the headquarters of foreign 

educational institutions is located. 

In these legal updates, we would like to send clients the legal updates on some following issues: 

  

• Regulation on conditions, procedures and competent recognition on qualifications granted by foreign 

educational institutions to be used in Viet Nam.   

 

• Ministry of Construction issued Decision 477/QD-BXD announced new administrative procedures in the field 

of contrustion quality management. 
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(2) If to qualifications which granted by foreign educational institutions operating in 

another country which is different from where its headquarters located (including 

Vietnam) is recognized when it is approved to open branches, educate or approved 

the educating cooperation or association; and it comply the education under the 

permission and meet the conditions mentioned above.  

 

(3) Qualifications granted by foreign educational institutions to students through online 

education, direct combines offline education, are recognized only when satisfying all 

provisions in accordance with point a Clause 1 as aforementioned and one of two 

below conditions: 

 

a) Education programs are licensed by the Ministry of Education and Training in 

Vietnam when students reside and study in Vietnam; 

 

b) Education programs are licensed by a competent education office where the 

headquarters of foreign educational institutions is located when students reside 

and study in such the country. 

 

(4) Recognizing qualifications granted by foreign educational institutions for students 

affected by wars, natural disasters, epidemics, fires, and other force majeure events 

is decided by the Minister of the Ministry of Education and Training. 

 

1.2.  Recognized authority:       

 

- The Head of the Quality Control Department under the Ministry of Education and 

Training recognizes bachelor degree, master degree, PhD degree and equivalent 

qualifications. 

 

- The Director of the Provincial Department of Education and Training recognizes the 

secondary school diploma, the high school diploma, and the certificate of completion 

of the general education program. 

 

1.3.  The order and procedures for recognition:    

 

An applicant for qualifications recognition provide information about their 

qualifications at the online public service portal of the Ministry of Education and 

Training or the Provincial Department of Education and Training. 

 

Duration to return results of recognition of diplomas to applicants:  

 

(1) Normal period: 20 working days from the date of receipt of recognized dossiers; 

 

(2) In case it is necessary to verify information about the qualifications from foreign 

educational institutions or the unit of foreign validating that the total time for returning 
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the qualifications recognition result must not exceed 45 working days from the date 

of receipt recognized qualifications. 

 

Circular 13/2021 will take effect on June 1st, 2021. This Circular will replace Decision 

77/2007/QD-BGDĐT dated December 20th, 2007, and Circular 26/2013/TT-BGDĐT dated 

July 15th, 2013. 

 

2. Ministry of Construction issued Decision 477/QD-BXD announced new 

administrative procedures in the field of construction quality management 

 

The Ministry of Construction issued Decision 477/QD-BXD announced new issued 

administrative procedures and replaced the former administrative procedures in 

construction quality management under the management functions of the Ministry of 

Construction ("Decision 477"). The new administrative list includes 04 procedures: 

 

National-level administrative procedures: 

 

(1) Giving opinion on the results of construction safety assessment for specialized works 

located in 02 provinces or more; 

 

(2) Giving opinion about the works expired but having demand of continuing using (except 

for separate houses). 

 

Provincial administrative procedures: 

 

(1) Giving opinion on the construction safety assessment for construction works located in 

the province; 

 

(2) Giving opinion about the works that have expired but have demand to continue using 

(except for separate houses).  

 

We hope this short Letter of legal updates would bring you useful information. 

 

Best regards. 
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ABOUT US, 

 
Apolat Legal is a professional law firm with 

its offices in Ho Chi Minh city and Hanoi 

city. The firm’s lawyer team specializes in 

almost all legal practice areas in Vietnam 

including Enterprise and Investment; Labor 

and Employment; Intellectual Property; 

Dispute Resolution; Real Estate and 

Construction; Information and 

Communication; Natural Resources and 

Environment; Transport; Industry and 

Trade; Education and Training; Finance 

and Banking; Agriculture; Legal Document 

Translation; Legal Training. 

 

Our reputation and the quality of its 

services are reflected by our clients. We 

are serving nearly 1,000 clients both local 

and multi-national companies. 

 

We are also honored to receive numerous 

recognitions and/or articles posted by 

world-leading and local organizations and 

publications including: The Law 

Association for Asia and the Pacific 

(LawAsia, 1966), The Legal500, IP Link, IP 

Coster, Lexology, Global Trade Review 

(GTR), The Saigon Times, etc. 
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HO CHI MINH CITY (Head office) 

5th Floor, IMM Building 

99-101 Nguyen Dinh Chieu, District 3 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Tel: +84-28-3899 8683 

Email: info@apolatlegal.com    

Website: www.apolatlegal.com  

 

 

 

SINGAPORE (Affiliated office) 

 

#26-10, SBF Center,  

160 Robinson Road 

Singapore 068914 

Tel: +84-93-2014 986 

Email: info@apolatlegal.com  

Website: www.apolatlegal.com  

 

Disclaimer: All materials have been prepared for general 

information purposes only. The information is not 

intended as, and should not be taken as, legal advice. Do 

not act or refrain from acting based upon information 

provided herein without first consulting our lawyers about 

your particular factual and legal circumstances. Apolat 

Legal can accept no responsibility for loss occasioned to 

any person acting or refraining from action as a result of 

any material in this publication. On any specific matter, 

reference should be made to the appropriate adviser. 

   

Mr. DINH QUANG LONG 

Director cum Managing Partner 
M (+84) 919 963 977 | E long.dinh@apolatlegal.com 
 
Ms. THIEU THI KIEU THU 

Associate 

M (+84) 378 513 939 | E thu.thieu@apolatlegal.com  
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Paralegal 
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