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1. The Vietnamese Government promulgates the Preferential Import-Export 

Tariff to implement the UKVFTA Agreement 

 

On May 21st, 2021, the Government of Vietnam promulgates Decree No. 53/2021/ND-

CP on the Preferential Export Tariff and the Special Preferential Import Tariff of Vietnam 

to implement the Free trade agreement between the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and 

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (hereinafter referred to as the 

“UKVFTA”) for the period of 2021 - 2022 and the conditions for enjoying preferential 

export tax rates, special preferential import tax rates under the UKVFTA. Specifically: 

 

- Appendix I of Decree 53/2021/ND-CP stipulates the preferential export tariff of 

Vietnam to implement the UKVFTA: including code and description of goods, 

preferential export tax rates according to stages when exporting to the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for each product code; 

 

- Appendix II of Decree 53/2021/ND-CP stipulates the special preferential import 

tariff of Vietnam to implement the UKVFTA: including code and description of 

goods, special preferential import tariff according to stages when importing into 

Vietnam from the territories specified at Point b, Clause 3, Article 5 of this Decree 

for each product code. 

 

Decree 53/2021/ND-CP came into effect from May 21st, 2021. 

 

2. New regulations on collection rates, modes of collection, payment, 

management, and use of fees and charges in the field of exit, entry, transit, 

and residence in Vietnam 

 

The Ministry of Finance issued Circular No. 25/2021/TT-BTC, which came into effect 

from May 22nd, 2021, to replace Circular No. 219/2016/TT-BTC with some changes, 

including: 

 

(i) Firstly, this Circular provides new regulations on cases where the passport 

issuance fee is exempted, including: 

In these legal updates, we would like to send clients the legal updates on some following issues: 
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- Vietnamese citizens who stay abroad and had a written expulsion decision 

from the competent authority of the host country without a passport; 

 

- Vietnamese citizens who stay abroad must return to Vietnam according to 

international treaties or international agreements on the return of citizens 

without passports; and 

 

- Other cases for humanitarian reasons. 

 

In addition, this Circular also supplements a case of being exempted from visa 

and temporary residence fee, which is a foreigner in Vietnam who violates the 

laws and is subject to legal procedures but has no financial capacity, and the 

representative agency of the home country of the foreigner does not pay the fee, 

or there is no representative agency of the home country whose citizen violates 

the laws in Vietnam. 

 

(ii) Secondly, from May 22nd, 2021, the organization that is eligible to collect fee is 

only allowed to deduct 20% of the collected fee to cover the official operation cost 

instead of 30% as before. 

 

(iii) Thirdly, the rates of fees and charges in the field of exit, entry, transit, and 

residence are specified in the Schedule of Rates issued along with the Circular, 

in which:  

 

- Removing the regulations relating to fees for: 

 

+ Extending the passport’s term; 

 

+ Supplementing, amending the content of passport; 

 

+ Children traveling with relatives who have passports or papers 

having equal valid with passports; 

 

+ Foreigners who are granted multiple visas by Vietnamese abroad 

diplomatic authorities with the symbol LD or DT for a period of more 

than one year. 

 

- Supplementing these following cases: 

 

+ Issuing temporary residence card with the term from 05 years to 10 

years with the fee of 165 USD/card; 

 

+ Transferring the valid visa, the valid temporary residence period 

from the old visa (no room to stamp: immigration verification, 
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 temporary residence certification, temporary residence period 

extension) to the new visa. 

 

 

 

We hope this short Letter of legal updates would bring you useful information. 

 

Best regards. 
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ABOUT US, 

 
Apolat Legal is a professional law firm with its 

offices in Ho Chi Minh city and Ha Noi city. 

The firm’s lawyer team specializes in almost 

all legal practice areas in Vietnam including 

Enterprise and Investment; Labor and 

Employment; Intellectual Property; Dispute 

Resolution; Real Estate and Construction; 

Information and Communication; Natural 

Resources and Environment; Transport; 

Industry and Trade; Education and Training; 

Finance and Banking; Agriculture; Legal 

Document Translation; Legal Training. 

 

Our reputation and the quality of its services 

are reflected by our clients. We are serving 

nearly 1,000 clients both local and multi-

national companies. 

 

We are also honored to receive numerous 

recognitions and/or articles posted by world-

leading and local organizations and 

publications including: The Law Association 

for Asia and the Pacific (LawAsia, 1966), The 

Legal500, IP Link, IP Coster, Lexology, 

Global Trade Review (GTR), The Saigon 

Times, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: All materials have been prepared for 

general information purposes only. The 

information is not intended as, and should not be 

taken as, legal advice. Do not act or refrain from 

acting based upon information provided herein 

without first consulting our lawyers about your 

particular factual and legal circumstances. Apolat 

Legal can accept no responsibility for loss 

occasioned to any person acting or refraining 

from action as a result of any material in this 

publication. On any specific matter, reference 

should be made to the appropriate adviser. 

 

Mr. DINH QUANG LONG 

Director cum Managing Partner 
M (+84) 919 963 977 | E long.dinh@apolatlegal.com 
 
Ms. THIEU THI KIEU THU 

Associate 

M (+84) 378 513 939 | E thu.thieu@apolatlegal.com  

 

Ms. NGUYEN THI TRA MY 
Paralegal 
M (+84) 965 155 640 | E my.nguyen@apolatlegal.com  
 

mailto:long.dinh@apolatlegal.com
mailto:thu.thieu@apolatlegal.com
mailto:my.nguyen@apolatlegal.com


 

 

 
BECOME MORE TOGETHER Page 5 /5  

 

Legal Updates I May 2021 

 

 

 

Contacts: 
 

HO CHI MINH CITY (Head office) 

5th Floor, IMM Building 

99-101 Nguyen Dinh Chieu, District 3 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

 

Tel: +84-28-3899 8683 

Email: info@apolatlegal.com    

Website: www.apolatlegal.com  

 

 

 

SINGAPORE (Affiliated office) 

#26-10, SBF Center,  

160 Robinson Road 

Singapore 068914 

Tel: +84-93-2014 986 

Email: info@apolatlegal.com  

Website: www.apolatlegal.com  

 

mailto:info@apolatlegal.com
http://www.apolatlegal.com/
mailto:info@apolatlegal.com
http://www.apolatlegal.com/

