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1. Pay attention to penalty regulations in the period of application of anti-

epidemic measures 
 

The epidemic is harsh on the global scale when the new wave of the epidemic has 

attacked many Asian countries, leading to a significant increase in the number of infected 

people and deaths. Particularly in Vietnam, in the context of the third wave of epidemics 

with the number of infections and the scope of infection tending to expand and be more 

complicated, the Vietnamese Government has taken stricter actions to handle the act of 

spreading the disease to the community based on Decree 117/2020/ND-CP stipulating 

penalties for administrative violations in the medical sector, and the current Criminal 

Code 2015, specifically as follow: 

 

For administrative sanctions:  

 

− Failing to take personal protection measures for participants in the duration against 

epidemics and people at risk of epidemic diseases under the guidance of the health 

authority (for example, not wearing a mask in public places), a fine ranging from VND 

1,000,000 to VND 3,000,000 shall be imposed; 

 

− Concealing one’s own or another person’s medical condition when having an 

infectious disease that has been declared epidemic; failing or refusing to take 

measures to clean, disinfect in epidemic zones; a fine ranging from VND 5,000,000  

to VND 10,000,000 shall be imposed; 

 

− Failing to comply with a decision restricts the concentration of people, a fine ranging 

from VND 10,000,000 to VND 20,000,000 shall be imposed; Failing to comply with 

a decision to prohibit crowding in an area where an epidemic emergency has been 

declared which a fine ranging from VND 30,000,000 to VND 40,000,000 shall be 

imposed.   

 

For criminal handling: depending on complexion, severity, and consequences, they will 

be punished according to Article 240 of Criminal Code 2015 amended and supplemented 

in 2017 to spread dangerous infectious diseases to humans: 

 

In these legal updates, we would like to send clients the legal updates on some following issues: 

  

• Notable points of penalty regulations relating to spreading epidemic. 

 

• Residence Law 2020 and the major changes on registering permanent residence address from 01/07/2021.  
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 − Spreading dangerous epidemics to humans, a fine ranging from VND 50,000,000 to 

VND 200,000,000 shall be imposed, or serve a prison sentence from 1 to 5 years; 

 

− Spreading dangerous epidemics to humans which causes a death, serve a prison 

sentence  from 5 to 10 years. In case more than 02 death, serve a prison sentence  

from 10 to 12 years. 

 

In addition, criminals may also be subject to be fined, ranging from 20,000,000 VND to 

100,000,000 VND; be banned from holding specific posts, practicing certain 

occupations, or doing certain jobs for 1 to 5 years. 

 

2. Residence Law 2020 and the significant changes on registering 

permanent residence address from 01/07/2021 
 

On July 01st, 2021, Residence Law 2020 will come into effect, which will lead to 

significant changes related to permanent residence registration comparing to the 

Residence Law 2006 and Law on amendments to the Residence Law 2013, specifically: 

 

− Must ensure the minimum housing area requirement of 08 m2 floor/person to register 

for permanent residence. The minimum housing area is determined by the Provincial 

People’s Council.  

 

− Supplementing the case of removing permanent residence registration for citizens 

who have registered permanent residence in their renting, borrowing, or staying 

accommodation but the renting, borrowing, or staying at such accommodation has 

been terminated, and the person has not yet registered for permanent residence at 

a new place after 12 months from the date of termination of the renting, borrowing, 

or staying at the accommodation.  

 

− Supplementing provisions on dossiers of registering permanent residence address 

for renters, including: 

 

+ Declaration of change of residence information clearly stating the consent of the 

accommodation owner for the renter to register the permanent residence address, 

unless there is another written consent; 

 

+ The valid lease contract or document on lending accommodation has been duly 

notarized or authenticated under the law. 

 

+ Papers and documents are proving that the house area is sufficient for permanent 

residence registration. 

 

− Regulations on 05 locations not allowed to register a new permanent residence: 
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 + Accommodation located in prohibited places, areas where construction or 

encroachment is prohibited or occupying protection corridors for national defense, 

security, traffic, irrigation, dikes, energy, technical infrastructure protection 

landmarks, ranked historical-cultural relics, areas warned of the danger of 

landslides, flash floods, tube floods and other works protected areas according to 

the provisions of law. 

 

+ The accommodation where the entire house area is located on the illegally 

encroached land or the dwelling-place built on the land area is ineligible for 

construction according to law provisions. 

 

+ The accommodation has a decision on land recovery and a decision approving 

the compensation, support, and resettlement plan of a competent state agency. 

Accommodation means a house in which part or the whole of the house area is 

under dispute or complaint related to ownership or use rights but has not been 

settled according to law provisions. 

 

+ The accommodation is confiscated under a decision of a competent state agency; 

the vehicle used as a place of permanent residence registration has been 

deregistered or has no certificate of technical safety and environmental protection 

by law. 

 

+ Accommodation is a house that has been under a demolition decision issued by 

a competent state agency.  

 

We hope this short Letter of legal updates would bring you useful information. 

 

Best regards. 
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ABOUT US, 

 
Apolat Legal is a professional law firm with 

its offices in Ho Chi Minh city and Ha Noi 

city. The firm’s lawyer team specializes in 

almost all legal practice areas in Vietnam 

including Enterprise and Investment; Labor 

and Employment; Intellectual Property; 

Dispute Resolution; Real Estate and 

Construction; Information and 

Communication; Natural Resources and 

Environment; Transport; Industry and 

Trade; Education and Training; Finance 

and Banking; Agriculture; Legal Document 

Translation; Legal Training. 

 

Our reputation and the quality of its 

services are reflected by our clients. We 

are serving nearly 1,000 clients both local 

and multi-national companies. 

 

We are also honored to receive numerous 

recognitions and/or articles posted by 

world-leading and local organizations and 

publications including: The Law 

Association for Asia and the Pacific 

(LawAsia, 1966), The Legal500, IP Link, IP 

Coster, Lexology, Global Trade Review 

(GTR), The Saigon Times, etc. 

 

 

 

Contacts: 
 

HO CHI MINH CITY (Head office) 

5th Floor, IMM Building 

99-101 Nguyen Dinh Chieu, District 3 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

 

THE BRANCH IN HA NOI CITY  

Room A8, 29th Floor, East Tower, Lotte Center 54 Lieu Giai, 

Cong Vi Ward, Ba Dinh District Hanoi City, Vietnam 

 

Tel: +84-28-3899 8683 

Email: info@apolatlegal.com    

Website: www.apolatlegal.com  

 

 

 

SINGAPORE (Affiliated office) 

#26-10, SBF Center,  

160 Robinson Road 

Singapore 068914 

Tel: +84-93-2014 986 

Email: info@apolatlegal.com  

Website: www.apolatlegal.com  

 

Disclaimer: All materials have been prepared for general 

information purposes only. The information is not 

intended as, and should not be taken as, legal advice. Do 

not act or refrain from acting based upon information 

provided herein without first consulting our lawyers about 

your particular factual and legal circumstances. Apolat 

Legal can accept no responsibility for loss occasioned to 

any person acting or refraining from action as a result of 

any material in this publication. On any specific matter, 

reference should be made to the appropriate adviser. 

 

Mr. DINH QUANG LONG 

Director cum Managing Partner 
M (+84) 919 963 977 | E long.dinh@apolatlegal.com 
 
Ms. THIEU THI KIEU THU 

Associate 

M (+84) 378 513 939 | E thu.thieu@apolatlegal.com  

 

Ms. LE HOANG BAO YEN 
Paralegal 
M (+84) 962 122 072 | E yen.le@apolatlegal.com  
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